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Bill Hallman and I have been puzzling how we would try 
to explain to a naturally skeptical audience In Washington 
about the phone calls and notes to their families from 
reportedly disappeared persons. My reaction right here Is 
that somebody Is playing games with somebody. And, it can't 
all be taken at face value. It would be natural for you to 
feel at least as dubious. 

Some of our best efforts at speculation might inspire 
audible sneers If we put them in the cable traffic. When 
I pressed him for an explanation this morning Bill opined 
(seriously, I believe) that Sra. de Cabezas might have bean 
abducted and sent to Uruguay by the white hatted security 
guys because they had learened that the black hats were 
planning to zap her to embarrass the government. Such 
formulas require a heroic suspension of disbelief. Her 
family believes she Is alive and well, just as the Barreirros' 
family believe they are safe. We are trying to get in touch 
with the missing junkman's family to see If they have heard 
anything. That seems clearly to be a case of police extortion 
of criminals, so we don't quite know how the military will 
choose to deal with It. (They would probably prefer to ignore 
It, since relations with the police are sensitive at best.) 
Whatever the facts behind these odd disappearances and sub- 
sequent phone calls.it is Indisputable that there has been a 
dramatic decline, if not total halt, to abductions, torture 
and murders. This Is something I had grave doubts could be 
achieved. 

If the Ambassador returns as currently shheduled, I plan 
to join my wife In California for several weeks’ leave, 
departing here May 24. We will be staying for about 8 days 
with | 
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you ask Chuck to give me a call there on the 29th or 30th 
so I can pass on my plans for the rest of the vacation? 

The distinguished Ambassador Meyer Landrut of the 
German F.O. was in town for a day or so last week and 
we are puzzled why there was no mention of it in the 
press. Last Friday there was a large stag dinner party 
for him given by the Gfceman Minister - with the Ambassador 
attending but not hostTng - and from the feverish rushing 
around it was clear he had a busy schedule. I did not get 
a chance to do more than exchange greetings with him, and 
the host said only that he had been visiting Chile and was 
going to Caracas or Panama or some place for a Chiefs of 
Mission meeting. They could hardly have expected that his 
visit would be a secret after Inviting thirity or forty 
talkative Argentines and diplomats to dine with him, but 
the lack of publicity still puzzles me. 

Local attention remains focussed on foreign reaction to 
the jailing of labor leaders, the imminent publication of 
the labor law, the ILO meeting, and the visit of the inter- 
naatdmnl labor leaders. The IACHR visit was also on some 
reporter's list, for he raised it with the Foreign Minister 
in an interview last week, but it has not been headline 
material. The EC and other diplomats seem to be taking con- 
siderable pleasure from gigging me about the protest 1 was 

given with much publicity abouttReston' s statement on the 

jailings . I have foimfldit effective to respond with a 
question on how soon they expect their Foreign Ministries 
to issue similar statements, and how they plan to field the 
resulting protests. 

At the time John Finan is having his seminar on Argentina, 
the local Council on Foreign Relations will be having its 
third and fourth lectures on Human Rights in international 
relations. Col. Cerda will speak May 24 on International 
Human Rights Law. See the enclosed brochure. 

Best regards. 

Sincerely, 


Maxwell Chaplin 
C$targ6 d'affaires 

Enel. 
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